Animal models in gerontology research.
Animal models have paved the way for the vast majority of advances in biomedical research. Studies on aged animals are essential for understanding the processes inherent in normal aging and the progression of age-related diseases. Animal models are used to identify physiological changes with age, to identify the genetic basis of normal aging and age-associated disease and degeneration, and to test potential therapeutic interventions. This chapter will focus on rodent models and will summarize important considerations for the use of animals in aging research in general and in modeling geriatric epilepsy.